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7 miles below the confluence of the two rivers. From Kasia
to the Mahili Ghat the route would have passed through the
ancient towns of Khukhundo and Kahaon, both of which
still possess many remains of antiquity* But the former is
only 28 miles from Kasia, while the latter is 35 miles. Both
are undoubtedly Brahmanical; but while the ruins at Khukh-
undo are nearly all of middle age, those at Kahaon are at
least as old as the time of Skanda Gupta, who lived several
centuries before the time of Hwen Thsang. I am inclined,
therefore, to prefer the claim of Kahaon as the representative
of Hwen Thsang's ancient city, partly oh account of its
undoubted antiquity, and partly because its distance from
Kasia agrees better with the pilgrim's estimate than that of
the larger town of Khukhundo.1

Pawa, or Padraona.

In the Ceylonese chronicles the town of P&W& is mentioned
as the last halting.place of Buddha before reaching Kusinagara,
where he died. After his death it is again mentioned in the
account of Kasyapa's journey to Kusinagara to attend at the
cremation of Buddha's corpse. Pdw& was also famous as one
of the eight cities which obtained a share of the relics of
Buddha. In the Ceylonese chronicles it is noted as being
only 12 miles from Kusinagara.2 towards the Gandak river.
Now 12 miles to the north-north-east of Kasia there is a
considerable village named Padaraona, or Padara-vatia, with
a large mound covered with broken bricks, in which several
statues of Bu'ddha have been found. The name of Padara-vaita,
or Padarban, might easily be shortened to Parian, Paban,
and Pftwd. In the Tibetan 'Kahgyur'* this town is called
Digpachan, but as the meaning of the name is not given, it is

1.    See Map No. XL for the positions of both places.
2.    Tumour, Journ. Asiat, Soc.  Bengal,  viii,   IOCS ; note from
Buddhaghoso*
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